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Abstract 
This paper is divided into three parts. In the first studies the birth of the Jesuit College and its foundational nature.  The 
second deals with the debate on financing college, within the religious mentality of the modern centuries. Finally we 
study the main sources of funding that had the Jesuit schools which allowed their educational performance. 
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Introduction 
Jesuit colleges in the Modern Age provided a quality education and free for students. This educational building 
needed a cheap source for their material. It rested mainly on the will of the many benefactors who was the Society of 
Jesus. Never went to the family economy of the students attending classes. The guiding principle would allow poor 
students receive a rich education in virtue and learning. The foundation of the Jesuit schools was based on an initial 
capital for start-up. Subsequently sought to conveniently manage this heritage and encourage its growth foundation. 
Proof of this was the strict control of accounts that are carried in the Company's accounting books and catalogs 
called tertius. These catalogs were the instrument used by the various provinces of the Company to be accountable 
to the General Curia. The economic formula for keeping schools was diversified. A widely used remedy was the 
establishment of anniversaries, memories pious and chaplaincy. These consisted mainly of regular Masses -annual 
or monthly-the repose of the souls of the benefactors and founders of schools. Was the establishment of a spiritual 
condition that the Jesuits had to assume in compensation to the financial donations received. Another widely used 
formula was the establishment of censuses and juros. Funding sources are widespread in the modern age but not 
without criticism. Donations of land, houses, farms and other possessions constituted as many formulas of capital 
gains. Often these donations were made to implement a particular intention creation and maintenance of a chair, 
increase in the school library, provision of teachers, etc. 
We see all the economic dynamics displayed by the Jesuit schools were ordered to their pedagogical function. It 
was mainly aimed at freeing the economic cost for poor students, who otherwise would not have had access to 
education and culture. This free education, coupled with the educational excellence of Jesuit schools, were the main 
ingredients that led to the emergence and democratization of the Humanities in the Modern Age. 
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1. The birth of schools 
At the dawn of the Society of Jesus was not considered as specific charism of teaching or education of youth 
(Vergara, 2007)1. Only there was some "pedagogical intention" in the form of popular catechism to children and 
ignorant of Catholic doctrine (SI, 1540). The first Jesuits in late 1538, to discuss and reflect on ways in Roma for the 
survival and continuation of the Order, first discussed the issue of homes or schools for their formation. It was 
inconceivable that the Company will grow only to people already trained in secular universities. In 1539 determined 
that, regardless of professed houses, living on alms, were created by some universities, schools and homes to serve 
as a residence for aspiring young Jesuit, while completing their training in university classrooms (Batllori, 1993)2.
These were purely residential schools and never thought of them as educational institutions themselves. As an 
example we can point to cases of Paris (1540), Padua (1542), Coimbra (1542), Valencia (1544) and Valladolid 
(1545).  They  all  had  in  common  the  residential  function  but  in  no  case  teaching.  Even  in  the  first  draft  of  the  
Constitutions of the Society was prescribed: "no studies or lessons." This meant that they should not have general 
studies or their own how had other religious orders (Granero, 1952)3.
 This initial reluctance to teaching would take very little. The first Jesuits noted that applicants to the Order, often 
lacked sufficient preparation for college and some universities did not provide a minimally acceptable education. As 
an urgent measure, began to teach classes in schools of humanities, arts and theology to leverage knowledge 
(Vergara, 2007)4. Soon these classes also began attending day students not aspiring to Jesuit. Gradually consolidated 
a "modus" teaching in the future would become the hallmark of the Society of Jesus (SI, 1894)5.
A particularly significant milestone that defines its further development relates to a document of 1550 which 
regulated school life: Data from the schools of the Society of Jesus.  It  defined the existence of mixed schools, for 
internal and external students. The first school to work with these two dimensions would be to Messina.  
But these mixed schools generated an intractable dilemma: college funding. This was to differentiate calls professed 
houses-for the formation of the Jesuits-, from schools to outsiders. The first could not receive fixed-income by the 
Ignatian Constitutions, and the second needed an economic foundation to sustain them. The solution was immediate. 
The schools were intended only to external students and receive regular income, and professed houses follow their 
own  rules  based  on  alms.  The  direction  taken  by  the  school  from  then  on  it  was  assumed  by  Ignatius  of  Loyola  
diligence and dedication to teaching became his most prominent feature. 
2. The issue of financing college 
Ignatius himself would be involved in the use of contemporary financial practices and methods. This involvement 
was motivated by the need to organize the first school. Aspects such as maintenance and education of children were 
subjected to a thorough economic analysis and theological (O'neill & Dominguez, 2001)6.
This new reality challenges of their college impacted ideal of evangelical poverty advocated by the company 
itself. It was necessary to put deep consideration the establishment of income or fixed income. 
 On the other side to maintain the free education in schools should find appropriate means of financing. P. Juan 
de Polanco was instrumental in the search for concrete action. P. Ignacio advised on economic formulas that could 
take the company without compromising the "morality" of the proceedings. It was vital to ensure a fixed income for 
the material support of schools. The instrument or method used was the establishment of the census. In the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries the loan subject to interest or “usury” was forbidden both by ecclesiastical and civil laws 
(Vazquez de Prada, 1978)7.  The  census,  how economic  formula  came in  a  way to  give  legal  form to  this  type  of  
financial operations. The Company will admit, in the foundation of their schools, this model contract as a preferred 
means of obtaining fixed incomes.  
It is true that in religious context economic issues, in particular the establishment of censuses, were capable of 
some moral concern. Popular jesuit, as P. Peter Canisius abundantly preach against the financial wealth of the great 
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banking families. Demarcate where the proceeds of a census could be identified with the simple "usury" was not an 
easy task. Theological and social implications of such differentiation were the mechanism to admission in the areas 
of the church financial formula. The Company would show at first reluctant, through flagship Jesuits, to allow their 
"intrusion" in economic affairs. The Matters "temporary"-and the economic it was substantially- should not retract 
the primary purpose of the Order: the salvation of souls. P. Canisius and others early Jesuits like P. Roberto 
Belarmino, wary of so-called triple contract or contract of five percent. This was the most common type of revenue. 
It consisted of the annual payment of five percent of capital under census. 
 This reticent attitude begins to change, when P. Lainez, considered usury and trade issues in a short treatise. 
Although their findings did not give "free rein" to the most common banking practices of the time, delineated the 
orthodoxy of some business transactions related to the loan (O'neill & Dominguez, 2001)8.
In various Company documents are collected and sanctions concerning this issue. In the Constitutions of the 
Order, written by Ignacio, undertook its legal backing. Also in various General Congregations is giving the issue 
some guidelines. The Generalate P. Acquaviva will involve the consolidation of economic practice for the 
establishment and maintenance of schools. 
3. College funding sources 
The founding philosophy of the Company restricted in the early days many petitions and requests for foundation. 
Mainly, due to the costs and charges which wanted to impose the benefactors. Company did not like from the 
outside conditions were established that were subject to donations and foundation income. In this sense prevail on 
all the pedagogical spirit of liberty was born the Order. Already in the Constitutions of the Society is trying to 
regulate these terms: 
 "When founder wanted some conditions that make all the order and manner of proceeding that usually use the 
Company, the P. General, heard from others, that he will judge them feel better about these things, will see if it all 
turns computed to the Company for the purpose of divine service, colleges accept this or not. But if over time the 
Compañía were gravely, she can represent the General Congregation, and to order that such the schools, or relieve 
the weight, or has more to take it, if the General had not provided it before this congregation…"9
We can distinguish two economic chapters in reality Jesuit college of any institution. First deserves special 
memories so-called pious foundations or anniversaries. This important economic aspect usually received other 
lesser-known names as the foundation of chaplaincy. Donation consisted mainly census with annual revenues of the 
property or the donation of a different nature. In return the school was "spiritually compelled" to celebrate Mass at a 
frequency preset in the contract. The objective was the suffrage of the souls of benefactors. These revenues could be 
traced to the many benefactors who donated houses, censuses, juros, land, etc. Grants are usually applied to the 
foundation of professorships, library staffing, maintenance of Jesuits, etc. 
 No less important was the chapter on income or on fixed incomes who enjoyed school and the costs generated by 
the support of the college community. Within this chapter are particularly relevant economic categories as the 
number of residents who had to hold the institution, college debts, charges, free rent, and other variables of different 
nature.  
It is various sources of financing. Besides those already mentioned, it should be noted the legitimate, private 
donations of money, the initial foundation in the erection of the school, donations of land, property and other various 
systems of increasing equity and financing. The legitimate consisted of a "dowry" to the Jesuit commitment to the 
Society of Jesus, at the time of admission and according to their particular strengths. For its part, the foundation and 
initial donation was more important than the school received in order of their erection.  
All this accounting system was a thorough collegial control was supervised by the General Curia in Rome. The 
main means of providing the researcher to track the economic performance of the schools are called catalogs tertius.
These catalogs had a very specific purpose. It allowed identifying their economic capacity in the number of teachers, 
readers and domestic staff who could hold and the level of education and chairs that could be maintained. Consisted 
of regular relationships where collected the most significant economic data from schools. It showed the status of the 
institution's accounts and a valuable tool to establish their accounts. 
 The tertius body belonged to a larger documentary that was sent from each Province to the Jesuit General Curia 
in Rome as a general rule every three years. These catalogs triennial also contained the so-called tertius primus and 
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secundus catalogs. The primus gave detailed that people living in the school, referring to the name, birthplace, age, 
education, training, etc. The secundus referring variables of a more reserved and intimate on the psychosomatic 
profile, such as talent for certain trades, professional experience, physical appearance, wit, wisdom, complexion, etc. 
Finally, the economic data were entered in the tertius. 
 These data appear in tables distributed. In the first column shows the different schools at that time the province. 
The following were stated income received from various sources, censuses, juros, private donations, alms, 
anniversaries, chaplaincy, etc .-. Each school under its foundation and subsequent donations was supported by that 
income for their material. At the end of three years, the P. Provincial General was accountable to the economic 
status of the province. 
 We will describe the major categories and economic variables entered in the tertius in the province. In the first 
column relate the different schools that made at that time the whole province. The following were recorded and 
fixed income revenues from different sources. In the next column provides loads of school. The confrontation 
between these two categories was clear the most important indicator: the economic capacity of the school, it was 
free income which ultimately allowed the school to determine the ability to sustain a certain number of residents, 
teachers, readers, trades domestic, etc .- and that it was in the final projection in the scale or the educational 
institution. Two other variables listed in the tertius was on one hand the number of Jesuits who lived in the school 
and the other those who really could not hold attention to disposable income. This amount was the most important 
because it determines the real possibilities of the institution. Every Jesuit was assigned a theoretical annual monetary 
amount used to be very variable from one school to another, even within the same province. In some cities and 
towns the support of the Jesuits was much less costly than others, due to different socio-economic factors and the 
environment. 
 We have described briefly the most important variables that hosted the tertius, explaining the design and 
educational potential of schools. These financial variables were very important since the founding and subsequent 
maintenance of certain lectures, lessons and grades and staffing of the library was subject to varying economic boom 
college. The foundation rents were first marked in this projection, but other variables such as income that could not 
be charged, the amounts committed in censuses or loans, expenditure on plant and construction of the building, 
which due to jobs, hope to collect rents, etc.., categories were usually collected in the tertius and configure the 
general economic picture of the schools. 
 The chapter of the income is considered the most important of all accounting data. Constitute the economic base 
on which sits across the material support of the institution. Therefore, their proper functioning is directly related to 
their educational opportunities. P. General Claudio Acquaviva, as government policy, restrict the founding of new 
schools in return promote proper maintenance of those already existing. Many schools because of insufficient 
income from a precarious foundation would close down, resulting in damage in mainstream education. Some 
schools had to remove chairs, teachers, personal chores for lack of adequate economic perception in a timely 
manner. 
 This caution founding save many problems in the future related to the maintenance of regular lessons and 
college life. The school can only function normally if the material needs were assumed by the income and regular 
income. The charges and taxes also played a role, as determined in short, free income that could have school. 
 All this accounting system was tightly controlled and supervised by P. Provincial, which in turn sent him to 
Rome periodically for evaluation. Accountability to the General Curia of the obligations was inexcusable in the 
government and proper functioning of the Order. 
 All this display of economic activity in the Jesuit colleges in the modern age highlight the main thesis of this 
research, which is associated with high educational potential of the Society of Jesus, to the poorest sections of cities, 
thanks to a system financing sustained by the will of their benefactors. 
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